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Forbes magazines as among the top public 
colleges in the country. During his tenure, Dr. 
Eisenhardt has doubled and diversified the 
academic offerings and enrollment at Cal Mar-
itime. The campus has now become the most 
culturally diverse maritime academy in the 
U.S. with 20 percent of the cadets being 
women and over 30 percent from minority 
groups. 

Cal Maritime’s operating budget has also in-
creased by nearly 50 percent and major cap-
ital improvements have exceeded $39 million 
with another $46 million in the planning and 
construction phase. Dr. Eisenhardt has over-
seen a five-fold expansion in charitable giving 
to the campus from alumni, industry, parents 
and friends. He was also responsible for se-
curing the largest charitable donation in the 
Academy’s history: $3 million from the Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping, used to establish the 
ABS School of Maritime Policy and Manage-
ment. Cal Maritime also boasts the world’s fin-
est Maritime Simulation Center, a new $15 
million facility for which he led the planning 
and development. In the 2008–2010 academic 
years the Academy was awarded just under 
$11 million in federal grants and special 
project allocations, the most ever in the history 
of the institution. 

Dr. Eisenhardt currently serves as a board 
member of the Solano County Economic De-
velopment Corporation and is the former Chair 
of the Council of State Maritime Academies & 
Colleges Consortium. He was active in the 
founding of the International Association of 
Maritime Universities and currently serves on 
its Executive Board. In addition, he serves on 
the Board of Directors of the San Francisco 
Marine Exchange and the Northern California 
Maritime Security Committee wherein he was 
awarded a U.S. Coast Guard Certificate of 
Merit in 2005 for providing leadership in help-
ing to set up maritime security protocols. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Dr. William Eisenhardt for his 
tireless and dedicated service to his country 
and higher education. I also join his wife Kath-
ryn, two daughters Elizabeth and Kristin, col-
leagues, and friends in congratulating him on 
a successful and fulfilling career, and a very 
well-deserved retirement. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of Dr. Jimmy 
Senteza of Urbandale for receiving a coveted 
Fullbright award to lecture and conduct re-
search abroad this academic year. 

The Fullbright Program is sponsored by the 
United States Department of State, Bureau of 
Education and Cultural Affairs. This program is 
known as America’s flagship international ex-
change program. First established by Con-
gress in 1946, the Fullbright Program has 
served the purpose of building mutual under-
standing between American citizens and the 
rest of the world. Appropriations from the 
United States Congress, participating foreign 
governments, and private sector contributions 
fund the Fullbright Program. The program has 

exchanged over a quarter of a million people 
in more than 155 countries, since its inception. 
Jimmy’s host country for the 2011–2012 aca-
demic year is Uganda where he will proudly 
be representing Iowa’s own Drake University. 

To receive a Fullbright award is truly a great 
honor. Recipients of this award must dem-
onstrate significant leadership potential in their 
chosen field and are selected on the basis of 
their academic or professional achievement. 
The experiences provided by this program en-
sure that tomorrow’s leaders are both knowl-
edgeable about the world and well-rounded. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Dr. Senteza from the great 
state of Iowa in the United States Congress. 
I know my colleagues in the House will join 
me in congratulating him for receiving this 
prestigious award and I wish him the best of 
luck in the future. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, throughout 
history, people who have been abused by op-
pressive dictators have stood up and risked 
their lives in the name of freedom and inde-
pendence. 

Freedom fighters are the most powerful 
catalysts for change and their potential to alter 
history is unlimited. 

This country knows the power of revolution 
better than any other. On July 4, 1776, after 
fighting for independence from Britain, the 
founding fathers signed the Declaration of 
Independence. 

But there is another independence day that 
is not to be forgotten. For Texans, July 4th is 
not the only day to celebrate independence. 
This Friday, March 2, we will celebrate the 
176th anniversary of Texas Independence. 

Texas, a part of Mexico, had enjoyed the 
privileges of citizens under the Mexican Con-
stitution of 1824. 

Trouble started when Santa Anna became 
dictator of Mexico and abolished the Constitu-
tion and took away civil rights. 

This led to the outbreak of revolution in Oc-
tober of 1835, both from Tejanos, Texans of 
Spanish and Mexican descent, and people 
from the United States. 

Santa Anna with his three armies invaded 
Texas to put down rebellion. So on March 1, 
54 Texians, including Lorenzo de Zavala, 
Thomas Rusk, Antonio Navarro and Sam 
Houston, gathered in the small village of 
Washington-on-the-Brazos. 

Inspired by the American Revolution and the 
United States Declaration of Independence, 
the delegates drafted a Declaration of Inde-
pendence overnight. 

The declaration was signed on March 2 and 
the Republic of Texas was officially estab-
lished. 

As these determined delegates declared 
independence, Mexican dictator Santa Anna 
and several thousands of enemy troops closed 
in on an old beat-up Spanish mission that we 
now call the Alamo. 

But Texas defenders stood defiant, stood 
determined. They were led by my hero, a law-
yer by the name of William Barrett Travis who 
was just 27 years old. 

The Alamo and its 186 Texans were all that 
stood between the massive army of invaders 
and the people of Texas. 

The Alamo defenders who entered the 
Alamo on February 23, were a rag-tag group 
of relentless patriots, made up from nearly 
every state in the Union and 13 foreign coun-
tries, including Mexico. 

Their ages were 16 through 67, at least 9 
were Tejanos, and they were all volunteers. 
They were mavericks, revolutionaries, farmers, 
shopkeepers, and freedom fighters; and they 
came together to fight for something they be-
lieved in: freedom. 

These freedom fighters held off an entire 
army of several thousand for 13 days. They 
would not relent. 

During the bloody siege, Travis penned 
what would become the most famous letter in 
Texas history. 

He said: ‘‘I am determined to sustain myself 
for as long as possible and die like a soldier 
who never forgets what is due his honor and 
that of his country. 

‘‘Victory or death.’’ 
Unfortunately, Travis’ call for help was not 

answered in time. 
After thirteen days of glory at the Alamo, 

Commander Travis and his men sacrificed 
their lives on the altar of freedom and the 
Alamo fell on March 6, 1836. 

Because heroes like Travis, Davy Crockett 
and Jim Bowie held out for so long, Santa 
Anna’s forces took such great losses they be-
came battered, demoralized and diminished. 

Captain Juan Seguin and his company of 
Tejanos joined General Sam Houston who 
had the time he needed to devise a strategy 
to rally other Texas volunteers and defeat the 
invaders. 

In the middle of the afternoon on April 21, 
1836, General Sam and his boys routed a 
larger Mexican army yelling, ‘‘Remember the 
Alamo!’’ The rest is Texas history. 

The war was over, and the Lone Star flag 
was visible all across the broad, bold, brazen 
plains of Texas. 

Texas remained a nation for 9 years—some 
Texans wish Texas was still its own nation. 
Texas claimed land that now includes part of 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas, 
Wyoming, even up to the Canadian border. 

In 1845, Texas was admitted to the Union 
by only one vote when a Louisiana Senator 
changed his mind. By its admission into the 
United States, Texas may divide into five 
States, and the Texas flag is to fly even with 
the U.S. flag and not below it. 

Texas Independence Day is a day of pride 
and reflection in the Lone Star State. This 
week we remember that Texas was a glorious 
nation once and won freedom and independ-
ence because some fierce volunteers fought 
to the death for liberty over tyranny. 

Freedom has a cost. It always does. It al-
ways will. 

And as we pause to remember those who 
gave their lives so that Texas could be a free 
Nation, we must continue to remember those 
Americans that are currently fighting in lands 
across the seas for our Nation. 

There are freedom fighters all over the 
world today who are fighting the same fight 
against tyrants. It is history like ours that gives 
them hope for success. 

Celebrate Texas independence today and 
pay tribute to all our Texas heroes like William 
Barrett Travis. 
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